Prospects for fetal gene therapy.
Advances in prenatal diagnosis and gene transfer technology have allowed consideration of prenatal gene therapy. A compelling argument can be made for this strategy in treating genetic diseases that are fatal in the prenatal or perinatal period. In other diseases, the fetal environment may offer unique biological advantages that favor a prenatal gene therapy strategy over treatment after birth. Although issues of safety and efficacy must be resolved before clinical application, the development of fetal gene therapy may become a new molecular therapeutic arm in the field of prenatal intervention.